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INTRODUCTION 
 

The purpose of this booklet is to acquaint the residents of Oak Meadows to their 

responsibilities to maintain their gardens in compliance with the OMHOA Bylaws.  Its 

purpose is also to offer assistance in choosing the right plants for their gardens as well as 

assistance with their garden design should they wish.  The Oak Meadows Landscaping 

Committee developed this booklet.  The Oak Meadows Board of Directors has approved this 

document. 

 

The committee is comprised of volunteers from Oak Meadows.  They are interested in 

maintaining the grounds and plantings of the area.  New members are always welcome and 

simply need to contact the management office to find out the current chair, or by looking at 

the Oak Meadows website.  (www.oakmeadowstoday.com) 

 

The 26.83 acres at Oak Meadows, (Source: Pittsfield Assessor’s Office, Consolidated Master 

Deed), provide open space between buildings and also many opportunities to enjoy the 

grass, trees and ponds that are a part of the landscape.  The planned landscape sets Oak 

Meadows apart from other developments.  The Board and the Landscape Committee strive 

to keep the property a source of pride for those living in the community and the community 

of choice for those looking for a place to live.  

AREAS OF OWNER RESPONSIBILITY  
 

For simplicity, we have listed the following items that are the responsibility of owners 

according to the Bylaws of the Association and the Oak Meadows Handbook, developed by 

the Board of Directors in compliance with the Bylaws.  The general responsibilities are 

stated below and reference is given to the corresponding Bylaws or applicable rule.  The 

Bylaws referring to landscape and the rules governing landscape from the Oak Meadows 

Handbook are included in this document for your convenience. 

1. Co-owners are responsible for maintaining the garden beds adjacent to and around 

their unit.  End units are responsible for the area on the sides of their buildings.  

Pictures are located at the end of this booklet. 

2. Shared courtyards shall be jointly maintained by adjacent owners.  Unless otherwise 

arranged between them, the central bed shall be split in half lengthwise with the half 

closest to each co-owner being that co-owner’s responsibility.  

3. Stacked ranches are the joint responsibility of all co-owners living in those units.  

Co-owners of stacked ranches shall decide among themselves which areas they will 

maintain with each owner having one designated area to maintain.  

4. Gardens beds shall be kept weed-free, shrubs trimmed as needed, and otherwise 

presentable by co-owners.  Fall and spring clean-up by co-owners shall include 

removal of dead plant matter. 

http://www.oakmeadowstoday.com/
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PREPARING YOUR GARDEN FOR SPRING 
 

Survey the Yard: 

 Make note of tree limbs that should be removed or cabled, especially those that 

overhang structures.  

 Cut down last year's perennial foliage.  

 Rake mulch from beds planted with bulbs before foliage appears, and refresh 

mulch in other planting areas after the soil warms. 

Prune Trees and Shrubs: 

 Remove dead, damaged, and diseased branches from woody plants.  

 Thin and trim summer-blooming shrubs such as butterfly bush, hydrangea, and 

most roses, except for old-fashioned once bloomers.  

 Prune cold-damaged wood after plants resume spring growth.  

 Prune spring-blooming shrubs and trees after flowering. 

Take a Soil Test: 

 Check soil pH with a home soil-test kit, taking several samples from different 

planting areas for an accurate reading.  You can purchase a soil test kit from the 

Washtenaw County Extension Office.  

 Enrich soil as necessary: Add dolomitic lime to raise the pH or elemental sulfur to 

lower the pH. 

Prepare New Beds: 

 Clear the planting area as soon as soil can be worked, removing sod or weeds, and 

debris.  

 Spread a 4-inch layer of compost or well-rotted manure and any amendments over 

soil, and cultivate it to a depth of 10 to 12 inches with a spading fork.  

Plant: 

 Plant bare-root trees, shrubs, and perennials such as hostas and daylilies by early 

spring. Choose a cool, cloudy day if possible.  

 Transplant container-grown plants anytime during the growing season except 

midsummer; be sure to water them thoroughly.  

 Sow seeds of cool-season flowers like sweet peas, poppies, and calendulas. 

 Blank rows have been added to the tables below so you can add your favorites. 

Fertilize: 

 Apply balanced fertilizer (6-6-6 or 8-8-8), fish emulsion, or other soil 

amendments recommended by soil-test results around trees and shrubs when new 

growth appears.  

 Spread high-acid fertilizer and pine-needle mulch around acid-loving shrubs like 

azaleas and camellias.  

 Begin fertilizing perennials when active growth resumes. 

(Source: www.martha stewart.com) 
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ASSESSING PLANTS WITH WINTER DAMAGE 
 

Come spring, there is often much damage to plants from a severe winter.  Here are five easy 

steps to determine whether or not it’s time to let go, cut your losses and replace the plant, or 

wait for it to recover. 

 

Assess the Damage: 

What percent of the plant is dead?  Twenty five?  Fifty?  Seventy five?  Is the plant 

deciduous or evergreen?  Have there been any signs of recovery so far?  Deciduous plants 

(those that lose their leaves every fall) tend to grow faster and can recover from even 75% 

dieback. 

 

For deciduous plants that haven’t fully recovered and show little sign of developing leaves, 

trim those branches.  You’ll improve the look of the plant, remove dead tissue and allow the 

plant to fill out.  Winter can be particularly hard on some types of plants.  Butterfly bush 

may have died all the way to the ground, leaving you with a lot of dead, woody stems, and a 

little bit of growth coming from the base of the plant.  In this case, cut all the dead stems out, 

and the plant will recover.  By the end of the summer, it will be big and bloom just like 

usual.  Broadleaf evergreens like boxwood and holly can be damaged, especially if they 

were in areas where the snow was piled upon them, or exposed to harsh winter winds.  

Sometimes this damage can be trimmed out and the plants can recover.  If there’s too much 

damage, you might want to replace them because they’re in very prominent locations within 

your landscape. 

 

Many evergreen plants will have a difficult time recovering from 75% dieback, but should 

have no problem recovering from 25%.  For evergreens, look for new growth.  Is the foliage 

still brown or bronze from winter?  If there is still some discoloration and the plant is still 

alive, you may want to spray it with “Get it Green” to temporarily mask the brown color 

until the plant produces new foliage.  Any dead stems with brown leaves and no sign of 

growth should be removed.  Get it Green is a colorant available in a ready-to-use bottle or a 

concentrate spray that makes the plant green instantly. 

 

Determine the Plant’s Worth in the Landscape: 

Is it a focal point, or is it a border hedge or filler plant?  If it’s a focal point and has suffered 

a lot of damage, you may want to replace the plant if it has more than 50% damage.  If it’s a 

background filler plant that’s not critical to the landscape, could be left to recover over time.  

Hedge plants that are front and center like boxwood or yews may need to be replaced, if the 

damage is too severe.  It’s all depends on what you can live with. 
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Identify Steps That Have Already Been Taken: 

 

Have you fertilized?  Have you trimmed out the dead?  An application of a general purpose 

organic fertilizer like “Plant Tone” or “Holly Tone” for evergreens will help encourage new 

growth, especially if you don’t regularly fertilize your plants.  Removing any visibly dead 

branches will open it up to allow air and light to penetrate and encourage new growth.  

Insects and decay thrive if dead tissue is left on the plant. 

 

Evaluate Recovery so Far: 
Is the plant producing new foliage?  Do you see any signs of new life?  Even if it’s just a 

little bit at the base of the plant, it’s a sure sign the plant wants to live.  If it’s a Japanese 

Maple and all the growth is coming from the ground, it may take years to fully recover and 

develop into a nice tree.  In this case, it might be best to cut your losses and replace it.  If it’s 

a hydrangea and leaves are coming from the base, you might be surprised at how fast it will 

grow once the summer heat really kicks in.  Many rose bushes die back quite far; some to 

the ground.  Be sure to cut out any blackened or dead canes to allow the rose to recover.  

Roses can be cut back to just a few inches above the crown and still come back just fine.  

Remove any dead branches and fertilize with a good quality, organic fertilizer, such as 

“Espoma Rose Tone.” 

 

Make the Final Determination: 
Armed with this information, you’ll be able to determine if your plant is worth saving or it 

needs to go.  There’s nothing wrong with giving plants time, sometimes it’s just a matter of 

how patient you’re willing to be and how important an area it is to your landscape. 

(Source: English Gardens) 
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FALL GARDEN PREPARATION 
 

Trim Dead Limbs: 

Lifeless branches can succumb to winter snow and winds, endangering you and your home.  

For big jobs, call in the professionals.  Call the Property Manager for consultation and 

submit a work order.  However, you can protect small ornamental trees from further damage 

by cutting cracked, loose, and diseased limbs close to (but not flush with) the trunk; leave 

the wounds exposed to heal. 

 

Cut Back Perennials: 

A little work now results in healthier spring beds: evict tired annuals, as well as the snails 

and slugs that feed on them and breed in fall.  Trim spent perennial foliage down to the 

ground; this sends energy to the roots for the next season.  Every three years, divide crowded 

tuberous plants, like irises and daylilies.  More space means more flowers. 

 

Mulch Young Plants: 

Give new beds a layer of mulch—chopped leaves, weed-free straw, or wood chips—after a 

light frost, but before the ground freezes.  Till decomposed layers of organic mulch into the 

soil, then apply a fresh 2” – 4” layer (more will smother roots) to keep new plantings warm 

and to control water runoff and soil erosion. 

 

Plant New Shrubs: 

In many parts of the country, planting shrubs in early fall gives the plants a head start at 

establishing roots in the season's cool, moist soil.  The basics: dig a hole (twice the diameter 

and to a depth of 2 inches less than the full height of the root ball); position the shrub in the 

hole (make sure the top of the root ball remains at, not below, ground level).  Fill in with 

soil; then, water to settle soil.  Add more soil to top of root ball (don't pack soil down with 

foot).  Finally, mulch. 

(Source: This Old House) 
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SMALL PLANTS AND GROUND COVERS FOR SUNNY AREAS 

Perennials 

Species Name Common Name Height Spread Color Bloom Time Comments 

Gaillardia* Blanket Flower Variety Variety Variety Summer-fall  

Brunerra 

macrophylla* 
Brunerra 12-15” 18” 

Forget-me-Not like 

Blue Clusters  
Mid-spring 

Tolerate full sun to 

shade 

Echinacea* Coneflower Variety Variety Variety Summer -fall  

Coreopsis* Coreopsis Variety Variety Variety Summer-fall  

Dianthus* Mini-carnation Variety Variety Variety 
Spring-early 

fall 
 

Scabiosa* 
Pincushion 

Flower 
8-12” 12-20” Pinks, lavenders Mid-summer   

Salvia* Salvia 12-15” 12-15” Pinks, violets 
Late Spring-

early summer 
 

Leucanthemum 

x. superbum 

‘Snow Lady’ 

Shasta Daisy 12” 12-20” White Summer 
Will bloom all summer 

if dead-headed 

Hylotelephium 

‘Herbstrfreude’ 

‘Autumn Joy’ 

Stonecrop 18-24” 18-24” 
Rosy pink turning 

to red 

September to 

October 

Attracts butterflies; 

tolerates poor soil 

Glandularia 

canadensis 
Verbena 6-18” 12-24” 

Rose pink to rose 

purple 

May to 

August 
Self-seeds 

Veronica* Veronica Variety Variety 
Whites, blues, 

lavender 

Early-mid 

summer 
 

       

       

       

*There are several varieties of this plant; be sure to check the tags for colors and dimensions. 

Grasses 

Species Name Common Name Height Spread Color Bloom Time Comments 

Sesleria 

autumnalis 

Autumn Moor 

Grass 
12” 12”   Yellow green foliage 

Pennisetum 

alopercuroides 

Burgundy Bunny 

Fountain Grass 
12” 16” N/A N/A 

Carmine foliage turning 

scarlet in Fall 

Imperata 

cylindrica 

 ‘Red Baron’ 

Japanese Blood 

Grass 
18” 18-24”   

Bright red and green 

foliage 

Pennisetum 

alopercuroides  

Little Bunny 

Fountain Grass 
12” 16” N/A N/A Green  

       

       

       

*There are several varieties of this plant; be sure to check the tags for colors and dimensions. 
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Annuals 

Species Name 
Common 

Name 
Height Spread Color Bloom Time Comments 

Angelonia 

angustifolia 
Angelonia 9-18” 12” Pastel and white All summer  

Ageratum 

houstonianum 
Floss flower 6-12” 12” Pastels All summer  

Pelargonium* Geraniums 10-12” 10-12” Variety Summer  

Marigold tagetes* 
Mexican 

marigold 
10-12” 10-12” 

Oranges and 

yellows 
Summer  

Portulaca Moss Rose 6-10” 18” Variety Summer  

Chrysanthemum 

‘Snowland’ 
Mum 8-10” 8-10” White Summer Daisy like flowers 

Salvia splendens Salvia 10-12” 10-12” Variety  Summer  

Helenium 

‘Sunsation Flame’ 
Sunflower 10-24” 16” Yellow Summer  

Dianthus* 
Sweet 

William 
6-10” 6-10” Variety Summer Compact plant 

Verbena x. hybrida V. Tuscany 8-10” 12-18” Variety Summer 
Compact plant that 

spreads 

Zinnia elegans Zinnia Mix 6-8” 8-10” Variety Summer 
Dwarf plants with 

double flowers 

Gazania  8” 8” Bright variety Summer Daisy like flowers 

       

       

       

*There are several varieties of this plant; be sure to check the tags for colors and dimensions. 

Groundcovers 

Species Name 
Common 

Name 
Height Spread Color Bloom Time Comments 

Iberis 

sempervirens 
Candytuft 6-12” 6-18” White April to May 

Attracts butterflies; 

Perennial 

Dianthus ‘Bath’s 

Pink’ 
Cheddar pink 8-12” 6-12” Pink May to July Perennial 

Phlox sublata 
Creeping 

phlox 
4-6” 12-18” Variety Spring 

After bloom, a close 

cropping may 

encourage rebloom; 

Perennial 

Sanvitalia 
Creeping 

Zinnia 
8-10” 16-18” Golden yellow Summer 

Compact plant that 

spreads; Annual  

Thymus serpyllum 
Mother of 

thyme 
3-6” 3-12” Deep pink June to July 

Attracts butterflies; 

Perennial 

Callirhoe 

involucrate 

Purple poppy 

mallow 
6-12” 6-36” Magenta May to June 

Mat forming; 

Perennial 

Sedum*bithynicum 

‘Sea Stars’ 

Turkish 

sedum  
4-6”  4-12”” White 

August to 

September 
Perennial 

Sedum album 

‘Coral Carpet’ 

White 

stonecrop 
3-6” 6-9” White to pale pink May to June 

Attracts butterflies; 

Perennial 

Zinnia elegans Z. Zinnita Mix 6-8” 6-8” Variety 
Mid-summer to 

frost 

Attract butterflies; 

Annual 

       

       

*There are several varieties of this plant; be sure to check the tags for colors and dimensions. 
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SMALL PLANTS AND GROUND COVERS FOR SUN AND PART 

SHADE 

Perennials 

Species Name 
Common   

Name 
Height Spread Color 

Bloom 

Time 
Comments 

Carex* 

oshimensis 

‘Evercolor’ 

Everest Grass 
18” 12”   

Slender, arching foliage; 

use as groundcover; 

Look at tags to choose 

color and size 

Monarda* Bee Balm Varies Varies Varies 
Mid-late 

Summer 

Look at tags to choose 

color and size; attracts 

bees and butterflies 

Sisyrinchium 

angustifolium 

‘Lucerne’ 

Blue Eyed 

Grass 
8-10” 8-10” Blue 

Early to 

late Spring 

Resists mildew and 

slugs; blue flowers at 

tips of grass 

Campanula* 

‘Blue Orb’ 
Bluebell 6-10” 10-14” Blue 

Early to 

mid-

summer 

Dead head to encourage 

re-bloom 

Leucathemum* 

‘Real Neat’ 
Daisy 16-18” 14-18” White 

Late Spring 

to Early 

Summer 

Dead head to encourage 

re-bloom; Look at tags to 

choose color and size 

Hemerocallis* Daylily Varies Varies Variety 

Early 

spring to 

late fall 

Look at tags to choose 

color and size; Look for 

dwarf or short variety on 

label 

Delosperma*  Ice Plant 4-6” 8-10” Variety  
Mid-spring 

to Mid-fall 
 

Veronica* 
Veronica 

Whitewater 
4-6” 2-3” White Late Spring Vigorous, not invasive 

Anemone 

sylvestris 
Windflower 9-12” 12” White 

Spring and 

Fall 
Plant is a spreader 

       

       

       

*There are several varieties of this plant; be sure to check the tags for colors and dimensions. 
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Annuals 

Species Name 
Common 

Name 
Height Spread Color 

Bloom 

Time 
Comments 

Begonia fibrous 
Ambassador 

Begonia 
6-8” 8-10” Variety Summer Green leafed 

Calendula C. Costa Mix 12” 12” Yellows Summer Edible blossom 

Dusty Miller 
D.M.’Silver 

Dust’ 
6-10” 10-12” None Summer Silver white lacy foliage 

Lobelia trailing Lobelia 8” 10-12” Variety Summer  

Lobelia upright Lobelia 4-6” 6-8” Variety Summer  

Portulaca Moss Rose 4” 6-10” Variety Summer  

Ageratum Same 6” 6-8” Sky Blue Summer  

Alyssum Same 3” 6” 
Whites and 

purples 
Summer  

Nasturtium Same 10-12” 12-18” Variety Summer Edible Flowers 

Pansy Same 6-8” 8-10 Variety 
Spring and 

Fall 
Dislike hot weather 

Petunia Same 8-10” 12-18” Variety Summer Very fragrant 

Begonia fibrous 
Senator 

Begonia 
6-8” 8-10” Variety Summer Bronze leafed 

Antirrhinum 

‘Montego’ 
Snapdragon  8-10” 8-10” Variety Summer  

Lisianthus 
Texas Blue 

Bell 
8-10” 10-12” Deep Blue Summer Compact plant 

       

       

       

*There are several varieties of this plant; be sure to check the tags for colors and dimensions. 

Groundcovers 

Species Name 
Common 

Name 
Height Spread Color 

Bloom 

Time 
Comments 

Heuchera 

richardsonii 
Alum root 12-18” 12-18” Green 

June to 

July 
Perennial 

Geranium 

sanguimeum 

Bloody 

Cranesbill 
8-18” 12-18” 

Pinks and 

Lavenders 

May to 

June 
Perennial 

Iris cristata 
Dwarf crested 

iris 
6-9” 6-12” Pale blue April Perennial 

Sedum confusum 

Lesser 

Mexican 

stonecrop 

6-9” 6-12” Yellow April Perennial 

Sedum 

kamtschaticum 

var. 

ellacombeanum 

Orange 

stonecrop 
4-6”  6-18” Yellow 

May to 

June 

Perennial; attracts 

butterflies 

Ceratostigma 

plumbaginoides 
Plumbago 9-12” 12-18” Deep blue 

July to 

September 
Perennial 

Sedum* Stonecrop 18” 24” Varied Summer 
Blue-green foliage turns 

purple in summer 

Lithodora  6” 30” Sky blue 

Mid-

spring-

early 

summer 

 

*There are several varieties of this plant; be sure to check the tags for colors and dimensions. 
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SMALL PLANTS AND GROUND COVERS FOR PART SHADE TO 

SHADY AREAS 

Perennials 

Species Name 
Common 

Name 
Height Spread Color Bloom Time Comments 

Astilbe* 
Astilbe “Key 

West” 
16-18” 12” Pink Summer 

Foliage turns 

burgundy and 

holds color until 

autumn 

Brunerra* 

macrophylla 
Brunerra 12-15” 18” 

Forget-me-Not like 

blue flowers 
Mid-spring 

Tolerates full sun 

to shade 

Cornus 

Canadensis 
Bunchberry 3-8” 2-3” White Late Spring 

Species of 

miniature 

dogwood; scarlet 

berries in fall 

Carex* 

siderosticha 

C. Banana 

Boat Grass 
6-12” 12” 

Green Edged 

Golden Leaves 
None 

Emerges late 

spring; spreading 

groundcover 

Carex* 

oshimensis 

C. Evercolor 

Everest Grass 
18” 12” Green None 

Slender, arching 

foliage; use as 

groundcover 

Cyrtomium* 

fortune 

Chartreuse 

Fern 
24” 16” Green None 

Evergreen; large 

ruffled leaflets 

Heuchera* Coral Bells Varies Varies Variety Varies 

Look at tags to 

choose color and 

size 

Epimedium* 

sempervirens 

Epimedium 

“Cherry 

Hearts” 

12-15” 18” White Early Spring 

Leaves are cherry 

red in spring 

turning green with 

red border in 

summer  

Heliborus* 

hybridus 
Lenten Rose 12-18” 12” Variety 

Late winter 

to early 

spring 

Look at tags to 

choose color and 

size 

Dryopteris* 

erythosora 
Radiance Fern 18-24’ 24’  None 

Evergreen; drought 

resistant 

Mertensia 

virginica 

Virginia 

bluebells 
18-24” 12-18” Blue 

March to 

April 
 

       

       

       

*There are several varieties of this plant; be sure to check the tags for colors and dimensions. 
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Annuals 

Species Name 
Common 

Name 
Height Spread Color 

Bloom 

Time 
Comments 

Begonia fibrous B.Senator 6-8” 8-10” Variety Summer Bronze leafed 

Begonia 

(Sepmerdlorens 

Cultorum Group) 

Begonia 6-12” 6-12” Variety Summer Green leafed 

Caladium bicolor 
Caladium 

angel wings 
12-18” 12-18”  Summer 

Bulb; heart shaped 

leaves in various 

patterns of white, 

pink, red or green 

Solenostemon 

scutellariodes* 
Coleus 6-24” 6-24”  Summer 

Rainbow of foliage 

colors ranging from 

pastels to 

fluorescents. 

Impatiens 

walleriana 
Impatiens 10-12 10-12” Variety Summer Compact plants 

Fuchsia 
Lady’s 

Eardrops 
12-24” 12-24” 

Red, pink, white & 

purple 
 Summer 

Attract 

hummingbirds; 

bicolored; tend to 

decline in heat of 

summer 

Plectranthus 

‘Mona Lavender’ 
Swedish Ivy 12-24” 12-24” Lavender  Summer 

Dark green leaves 

with purple 

undersides 

Torenia fourvnieri 
Wishbone 

flower 
6-12” 6-12” 

White, blue, rose 

and purple 
Summer 

Two toned 

snapdragon like 

flowers 

       

       

       

*There are several varieties of this plant; be sure to check the tags for colors and dimensions. 
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Grasses 

Species Name 
Common 

Name 
Height Spread Color Bloom Time Comments 

Ophiopogon 

planiscapus 

‘Nigrescens’ 

Black Mondo 

Grass 
6-12” 6-12”   

Invasive; Cut back 

foliage early spring 

Festuca glauca 

‘Elijah Blue’ 
Blue Grass 12” 12”   

Cut back foliage early 

spring 

Hakonechloa 

macra ‘All 

Gold’ 

Japanese forest 

grass 
12-18” 12-18”   

Likes moist well drained 

soil; golden yellow 

leaves 

Liriope spicata Lilyturf 12” 12” 
White to 

lavender 
Summer 

Dark berry in fall; 

invasive; Cut back 

foliage early spring  

Ophiopogon 

japonicas   

‘Gyoku-ryu’ 

Mondo Grass 4” 4” Lavender June to July 
Invasive; Cut back 

foliage early spring 

Carex                

‘Ice Dance’ 
Sedge 8-12” 12-24” Brown April to July 

Useful in rain garden; 

dark green leaves with 

white borders; Cut back 

foliage early spring 

Carex 

siderosticha 

‘Banana Boat’ 

Sedge     
Cut back foliage early 

spring 

       

       

       

*There are several varieties of this plant; be sure to check the tags for colors and dimensions. 

Groundcovers 

Species Name 
Common 

Name 
Height Spread Color Bloom Time Comments 

Pulmonaria 

sacchharata 

‘Mrs. Moon’ 

Bethlehem 

sage, lungwort 

8-18” 

 

18-24” 
Pink maturing 

to blue 
April to May Silver spots on leaves 

Epimedium* 
Bishops’hat; 

barrenwort 
12-18” 8-18” Variety May 

Many species, colors 

and sizes. Check label 

for info. 

Pachysandra 

terminalis 

Japanese 

pachysandra 
6-12” 12-18” White April  

Carex 

pensylvanica 
Rush or sedge 6-12” 6-12”   Good in rain garden 

Sedum ternatum 
Three leaved 

stonecrop 
4-6” 6-8” White April to May Attracts butterflies 

Asarum 

canadense 
Wild ginger 6-12” 12-18” Purplish brown April to May Good for raingarden 

Lamium 

galeobdolon 

Yellow 

archangel 
12-24” 12-24” 

Yellow flecked 

with brown 
June  

Hosta       

       

       

       

*There are several varieties of this plant; be sure to check the tags for colors and dimensions. 
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SMALL AND DWARF BUSHES FOR SUN AND SHADE 

For Sun 

Species Name 
Common 

Name 
Height Spread Color Bloom Time Comments 

Thuja  

occidentalis  

'Tiny Tim' 

 

American 

arborvitae 
6-12” 12=18”   

Tolerates clay soil; slow 

growing; globular shape 

Caryopteris ×  

clandonensis  

'Longwood 

Blue'  

Bluebeard 24-48” 24-48” Sky blue 
July to 

September 

Fragrant; attracts bees 

and butterflies; tolerates 

drought 

Juniperus  

horizontalis  

'Prince of 

Wales'  

Creeping 

juniper 
4-6” 36-50” N/A N/A Drought tolerant 

Spiraea japonica

 'Lemon 

Princess' 

Japanese Spirea 18-24” 24-36” Pink May to July 
Attracts butterflies; 

tolerates clay soil 

Spiraea japonica

 'Norman'  
Japanese Spirea 18-24” 24-36” Deep pink 

June to 

August 

Attracts butterflies; 

tolerates clay soil 

Viburnum  

carlesii  

'Compactum' 

Korean spice 

viburnum 
30-48” 30-48” White April 

Attracts birds and 

butterflies 

Juniperus  

squamata  

'Blue Star'  

Singleseed 

juniper 
12-36” 12-48” N/A N/A Drought tolerant 

Spiraea  

nipponica 

 'Snowmound'  

Spirea 18-24” 18-24” White May to June 
Attracts butterflies; 

tolerates clay soil 

       

       

       

*There are several varieties of this plant; be sure to check the tags for colors and dimensions. 

For Sun to Part Shade 

Species Name 
Common 

Name 
Height Spread Color Bloom Time Comments 

Hydrangea* 

paniculata 

Bobo Dwarf 

Hydrangea 
3-4’ 3-4’ White Summer 

Can be pruned to keep 

smaller 

Buxus        

‘Green Gem’ 
Boxwood 18-24” 18-24” 

Yellowish-

Green 
April Evergreen 

Buxus* 

sempervirens 

suffruticosa 

Dwarf English 

Boxwood 
2-3’ 2-4’ Green None Can be shaped 

Buxus microphyl

la var. japonica 

'Morris Midget' 

Japanese 

boxwood 
9-12” 12-18” None   

Hydrangea* 

macropylla 

Pia French 

Dwarf 

Hydrangea 

2-3’ 2-3 Pink Summer 
Can be pruned to keep 

smaller 

       

*There are several varieties of this plant; be sure to check the tags for colors and dimensions. 
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For Part Shade 
 

Species Name Common 

Name Height Spread Color Bloom Time Comments 

Rhododendron    

'Girard's Rose'  
Azalea 24-30” 24-30” Rose May  

Rhododendron       

 'Girard's Rose'  
Azalea 24-30” 24-30” White May  

       

       

       

*There are several varieties of this plant; be sure to check the tags for colors and dimensions. 
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PLANTING INSTRUCTIONS FOR SHRUBS 
 

1. Transporting Plants Home: 

o Carry plants by their containers or root ball to avoid the root ball separating 

from the trunk. 

o Water plants immediately when getting home.  

o Until planting, water daily. 

2. Preparing Plant Hole: 

o Prepare planting hole by digging one foot wider than the diameter of the root 

ball. 

o Make the depth so that 1/8th of the root ball will be above the surround soil 

level. 

3. Prepare Plant Material: 

a. For Balled and Burlapped Material 

o Leave wire basket and burlap on the root ball. 

o Place the root ball in hole. 

o Remove string and burlap on portions of the root ball above the soil level. 

o The top of the wire basket may be bent back so it is even with the soil surface.   

Leave the remaining basket on the rest of the root ball. 

 

b. For Potted Plant Material 

o Remove plant from container either by turning it over and tapping the bottom or 

by cutting the pot. 

o If the plant is root bound (roots circle around the soil ball and appear tightly 

matted), use a knife or pruner to make 4 slices from the top to bottom of the 

root ball.  Cuts should be one half inch deep and equal distance apart. 

4. Preparing Hole:  

o Dig hole; add compost, and water hole. 

o Place plant in hole. 

o Do not plant too deeply. 

o Remember to leave 1/8th of the root ball above the surrounding soil level. 

o Grade soil from root ball to soil level. 

o Tamp the soil firmly around the root ball eliminating any air pockets. 

5. Finishing: 

o Fertilize with a product like “Root ‘N Grow” to promote healthy new root 

growth. 

o Cover with 1” layer of mulch over root ball and 2” – 3” over the rest of the 

planting. 

o Keep mulch away from the trunk or stem. 

o Water as directed in Watering Guide section below. 

(Source: Turner Nursery, Ann Arbor) 
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WATERING GUIDE 
 

Trees and Shrubs:   

 After planting, water them thoroughly.  Use and open-ended hose running at moderate 

pressure – DO NOT USE SPRINKLER.  A thorough soaking will take up to 1 minute 

for small plants and up to 10 minutes for larger shrubs and trees. 

 Always check soil moisture before watering.  Check by using a water meter or taking 

a sturdy stick and push it into the ground next to the root ball and to the bottom of the 

plant hole.  Remove stick to see if it is extremely wet or dry. 

 For plants one year or less, use the following guidelines weekly: 

o Small: 1 minute 

o Medium: 2 – 3 minutes 

o Large: 10 – 15 minutes 

o In drought conditions water twice a week 

 Using a sprinkler for watering is not recommended. 

 Rainfall less than 1” is not considered watering. 

 During a hot dry spell, plants that are at least two years in the ground would benefit 

from watering using the guide for new plantings above. 

 

Annuals: 

 Watering can be tricky.  Sunlight, soil conditions and the type of plant all play a role.  

Annuals have smaller root systems than perennials and thus need moisture more 

frequently. 

 Pots, planters, window boxes, and hanging plants stay moist for longer periods when 

freshly planted until they get established.  When established, check soil for moisture 

and then water when needed. 

 Fertilize weekly if you can and results will bloom before your eyes. 

 

Perennials: 

 Plant it, water it, and leave alone for a few days to a week. 

 Perennials have a more advanced root system than annuals so they don’t require as 

much water.  

 Overwatering can be harmful to the plants.  Roots will rot if soil is too wet. 

 Fertilize when planting and again in the fall.   

 Mulch perennials with compost, leaves, or grass clippings in the fall, to protect them 

over winter. 

 

For All Plants: 

Try to water early in the day so that the plant can absorb water as the day heats up.  Don’t 

water over the top if you can help it.  Try to saturate the ground around the plants to avoid 

fungus and rot possibilities. 

(Source: Turner Nursery, Ann Arbor) 
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GARDEN RESOURCES 

www.missouribotanicalgardens.org  

www.peoriagardens.com    

www.waysidegardens.com   

www.leevalley.com   

www.davesgarden.com   

www.johnscheepers.com  

www.songsparrow.com  

www.turnersannarbor.com  

 

GARDENING ASSISTANCE  
If you need assistance for your landscape projects, contact the current Landscape 

Chairperson.  (www.oakmeadowstoday.com) 

  

http://www.missouribotanicalgardens.org/
http://www.peoriagardens.com/
http://www.waysidegardens.com/
http://www.leevalley.com/
http://www.davesgarden.com/
http://www.johnscheepers.com/
http://www.songsparrow.com/
http://www.turnersannarbor.com/
http://www.oakmeadowstoday.com/
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OAK MEADOWS BYLAWS REGARDING LANDSCAPE BY OWNER 

ARTICLE VI:  RESTRICTIONS 

Section 6. Aesthetics. The Common Elements, Limited or General, shall not be used for 

storage of supplies, materials, personal property or trash or refuse of any kind, except as 

provided in duly adopted rules and regulations of the Association. No unsightly condition 

shall be maintained on any patio or porch and only furniture and equipment consistent with 

the normal and reasonable use of such areas shall be permitted to remain there during 

seasons when such areas are reasonably in use and no furniture or equipment of any kind 

shall be stored thereon during seasons when such areas are not reasonably in use. Trash 

receptacles shall be kept inside the units or garages until dusk of the day preceding 

collection and shall be returned inside on the day of collection. The Common Elements shall 

not be used in any way for the drying, shaking or airing of clothing or other fabrics. 

Automobiles may not be washed on any portion of the Condominium Premises, except in 

areas designated by the Board of Directors. Nothing herein contained shall be construed to 

require the Board of Directors to so designate an area for washing of automobiles. In 

general, no activity shall be carried on nor condition maintained by any Co-owner either in 

the Co-owner's Unit or upon the Common Elements, which is detrimental to the appearance 

of the Condominium.  

Section 12. Landscaping. No Co-owner shall perform any landscaping or plant any trees, 

shrubs or flowers or place any ornamental materials upon the Common Elements unless 

approved by the Association in writing. Any such approved landscaping performed by the 

Co-owner and any such trees, shrubs, or flowers planted by the Co-owner shall be performed 

and/or planted, as the case may be, in a manner consistent with the landscaping in other 

portions of the Condominium Premises. The Co-owner shall be responsible for the 

maintenance of any such approved landscaping performed by a Co-owner and any such 

trees, shrubs, or flowers planted by the Co-owner. In the event that such Co-owner fails to 

adequately maintain such landscaping performed by the Co-owner and any such trees, 

shrubs, or flowers planted by the Co-owner to the satisfaction of the Association, the 

Association shall have the right to perform such maintenance and assess and collect from the 

Co-owner the cost thereof in the manner provided in Article II hereof. The Co-owner shall 

also be liable for any damages to the Common Elements arising from the performance of 

such landscaping or the planting of such trees, shrubs, or flowers, or the continued 

maintenance thereof. Provided however that each Co-owner shall be permitted to plant 

and maintain ornamental and garden type plants immediately adjacent to the walks, 

courtyards, decks and/or patios appurtenant to the Co- owner's Unit in accordance 

with rules and regulations adopted by the Association from time to time.  

Section 14. Assessment Of Costs Of Enforcement. Any and all costs, damages, expenses 

and/or attorney fees incurred by the Association in enforcing any of the restrictions set forth 

in this Article VI and/or rules and regulations made by the Board of Directors of the 
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Association under Article VI, Section 10 of these Bylaws, and any expenses incurred as a 

result of the conduct of less than all those entitled to occupy the Condominium Project, or by 

their licensees or invitees, may be assessed to and collected from the responsible Co-owner 

in the manner provided in Article II hereof.  

ARTICLE XIV: REMEDIES FOR DEFAULT 

Section 1. Relief Available. Any default by a Co-owner shall entitle the Association or 

another Co-owner or Co-owners to the following relief  

 

d) Assessment of Fines. The violation of any of the provisions of the Condominium 

Documents, including any of the rules and regulations promulgated by the Board of 

Directors of the Association hereunder, by any Co-owner, in addition to the rights set forth 

above, shall be grounds for assessment by the Association of a monetary fine for such 

violation. No fine may be assessed unless the rules and regulations establishing such fine 

have first been duly adopted by the Board of Directors of the Association and notice thereof 

given to all Co-owners in the same manner as prescribed in Article VI, Section 10 of these 

Bylaws. Thereafter, fines may be assessed only upon notice to the offending Co-owner and 

an opportunity for such Co-owner to appear before the Board no less than seven (7) days 

from the date of the notice and offer evidence in defense of the alleged violation. Upon 

finding a violation has occurred after an opportunity for hearing has been provided, the 

Board of Directors may levy a fine in such amount as it, in its discretion, deems appropriate, 

and as is set forth in the rules and regulations establishing the fine procedure 
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OAK MEADOWS HANDBOOK-COMMUNITY RULES AND 

PROCEDURES 

D. GARDEN MAINTENANCE  

 Co-owners are responsible for maintaining the garden beds adjacent to and around 

their unit.  

 Shared courtyards shall be jointly maintained by adjacent owners. Unless otherwise 

arranged between them, the central bed shall be split in half lengthwise with the half 

closest to each co-owner being that co-owner’s responsibility.  

 Stacked ranches are the joint responsibility of all co-owners living in those units. Co- 

owners of stacked ranches shall decide among themselves which areas they will 

maintain with each owner having one designated area to maintain. 

 Gardens beds shall be kept weed-free, shrubs trimmed as needed, and otherwise 

presentable by co-owners. Fall and spring clean-up by co-owners shall include 

removal of dead plant matter.  

 The Association will provide mulch for use by owners on an annual basis (first come, 

first served) and will maintain trees planted by the Association.  

Co-owners failing to comply with these regulations shall be sent a warning letter on the 

first offense. Failure to act or subsequent offenses shall result in the Association hiring 

someone to do the gardening for which the co-owner shall be billed for costs and fined 

in accordance with Parts F and G of this section.  

F. VIOLATION PROCEDURES  

The violation of any of the provisions of the By-Laws and/or Rules and Regulations 

will be grounds for assessment of a monetary fine for such violation by the 

Association. All violations shall be subject to the following procedure:  

1. Violations shall be presented to the Board of Directors or Walden Management, 

preferably in writing, including as much detail as possible and signed by the 

complainant.  

2. Walden Management shall send a warning letter to the violator (co-owner and or 

resident of record) citing the violation and the remedial action necessary.  

3. The violator may request a hearing before the Board to offer evidence in defense of 

the alleged violation. The Board shall decide if the evidence shows a violation has 

occurred and direct management to enact a penalty; or dismiss the violation.  

 

7. FINE ASSESSMENT PROCEDURE  

1. First Violation: Warning letter. 

2. Second Violation: $50.00 fine due and payable at monthly assessment time.  
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3. Subsequent Violation: $100.00 fine due and payable at monthly assessment 

time.  

Co-owners have 30 days to pay fines. After that time, fines will be deducted from 

monthly assessment fees which could lead to late fees being assessed for monthly 

dues. 
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Example of an End Condo Unit.                   Example of a Stacked Ranch Condo Unit. 

 

 

Examples of Shared Gardens between Condo Units. 
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YOUR NOTES 



THE FOLLOWING IS AN ADDENDUM TO THE OAK MEADOWS LANDSCAPE 

GUIDELINES AND RECOMMENDATIONS. 



OMCA Board Approval, 6/20/16 

Co-owner Landscaping Areas 

Addendum to Landscape Guidelines and Recommendations 

Co-owners may plant in the areas adjacent to their units, as listed below. Existing plantings as of 

6/20/16 may remain, but approval from the Landscape Planning and Improvement Committee and the 

Condominium Association Board is required for all new plantings outside of the areas listed (see below). 

Contact the Landscape Committee if there are questions about the specifics of these areas. All plantings 

in the co-owner areas must be maintained by the co-owner.   

Co-owner planting areas include: 

For all units:  

 Area between the garage and the unit sidewalk 

 Area between patios on back of units, but not beyond the patio/lawn edge 

 If no patio behind unit, to a maximum depth of the deck above 

 Around trees to a maximum of 3 feet 

 In the cut-out area under the mailboxes 

End units: 

 Area alongside of unit to a maximum of 4 feet from the building 

 From the front outside corner of the unit to a maximum of 11 feet 

Inside units: 

 Area between the two co-owners sidewalks 

 Area between driveways out to a maximum of 11 feet to 12.5 feet from the garage 

Stacked Ranches: 

 Between garages as agreed to by co-owners 

 Area behind the unit to a maximum of 4 feet from the building 

Window Wells: 

 No plantings are allowed around window wells.  Existing plants should be removed due to a 
flooding hazard. 

Around Utility Boxes: 

 Plantings are allowed but a plan should be presented to the Landscaping Committee for review 
and approval before planting.  Miss Dig should be called before planting.  Note that plantings 
should be at least 2 feet from the boxes to allow access. 

The picture below gives a general idea of the areas in which co-owners may plant.  See above for 

specifics on stacked ranches. 

NOTE:  Co-owners are responsible for the cost of replacing trees in the limited common areas adjacent 

to their unit.  Please contact the Landscaping Committee for guidance in removal or replacements of any 

tree in this area. 

Landscaping Modification Request: 

Complete the Landscaping Modification Form, which can be found on the Oak Meadows website – 

Committee page, under the Landscape Planning and Improvement Leadership Group section. Send the 

completed form to Mark Hutchison.  



OMCA Board Approval, 6/20/16 

General layout of Oak Meadows buildings, with the exception of stacked ranches: 

 

 

11’ 11’ 

11’ 

4’ 

12.5’ 

4’ 



            OAK MEADOWS ASSOCIATION  
LANDSCAPE MODIFICATION REQUEST AGREEMENT 

The intent of the modification process is to maintain integrity of the common elements and consistency of the 
aesthetics of Oak Meadows while allowing some freedom in individual expression 

 
Co-Owner Name: _____________________________________________________ Date: ______________ 
 
Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Telephone:  Home: ___________________________________ Work: __________________________________ 
 
Describe the proposed modification below or in an attachment. Please be very specific and attach a detailed sketch 
showing all proposed changes. 

Concurrence of adjacent neighbors is required: 

Name:       __________________________________ Name:       __________________________________ 

Address:   __________________________________ Address:   __________________________________ 

Signature: __________________________________ Signature: __________________________________ 

 
I understand that the complete cost of the modification as well as the complete maintenance, repair, upkeep and 
replacement of the modification is the responsibility of the requester, ____________________________, and 
subsequent owners of the property at _________________________.  I also understand that any damage or alteration 
to common elements incurred as a result of the modification, including sprinkler system pipes and wires, will be 
repaired or replaced at my cost.  I agree to contact Miss Dig if this plan involves digging into the ground and I hereby 
acknowledge that the sprinkler system is not mapped or marked. I agree and acknowledge that the Association’s 
consent extends to and includes only those alterations explicitly described in this document and attachments thereof. 
Any work I have done that is not in accordance with this agreement is my responsibility only, with no recourse to the
Association.
 
Co-Owner Signature: _____________________________ Co-Owner Signature: _____________________________ 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Action:     Approved  ________ Rejected  ________ Date: ________________ 

 
Vice President’s Signature: _______________________________ 

 

Comments: 
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